
INSIDE THIS MONTH 

Itõs Tomato Time 
   Local Farmers have an 

abundance of tomatoes this 
year. Choose standard or 

heirloom varieties at the 

Certified Farmersô Market, 

Saturdays 8 am to Noon in the 

ñFò Street parking lot in front 

of the Golden State Mall. 

---- See story page 2. 

Local Music Teacher 
   Born in the small town of 

Alvarado, Veracruz, Mexico, 
in 1938, Delgado and his 

family moved to Mexico City 

when he was a child.  

---- See story page 18 

Recipes of the Month 
  Summertime is slipping away 

and with it goes the fresh, 

local fruit and vegetables. 

Enjoy them both with easy to 

make salads. 

---- see page 22 
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Special to the Downtown Shopper 

Sparkly clean halls, a scent of 

Mediterranean décor, a comfortable 

quietness, and lots of space to walk 

around safely and with comfort are 

what best describe the newly reno-

vated Golden State Mall. 

Located in the heart of Bakers-

field, the former Montgomery 

Wards became the Golden State 

Mall two years ago, when George 

Molayem, a Los Angeles entrepre-

neur for more than 20 years, eyed 

the 4-plus acre building and imme-

diately saw its potential.  

ñItôs been a huge undertaking for 

the last two years and changes are 

still ongoing,ò said Ronda Martin, 

Molayemôs assistant. He also 

thought it was in a great location. 

And he wanted to bring something 

different to the community.ò 

And speaking of different, the 

Golden State Mall sure has a spice 

of its own. 

This now international-type of 

mall is filled with more than 70 

rental spaces offering services and 

products that include income tax 

preparation, a farmers market,  a 

food court, a photo studio, clothing 

and shoe stores, party halls for 

rental, and even a music school that 
(Continued on Page 20) 

Everything Buggy is at the Bug Zoo  
Live creepy crawlies have arrived at the Bakersfieldôs Bug 

Zoo, which opened to the public on August 8th at the Golden 

State Mall on F Street.  Owner Janet Needham says Bakers-

fieldôs Bug Zoo offers an interac-

tive experience for visitors, where 

they can be exposed to the sights, 

sounds, and smells of live creepy 

crawlies, including giant cock-

roaches, beetles, walking sticks, 

praying mantids, centipedes, milli-

pedes, scorpions, and tarantulas. 

    Garden spiders may not be your cup of tea, but seeing a 

goliath tarantula, which can grow to a foot in diameter, might 

captivate your inner child ð or any child! Bakersfieldôs Bug 

Zoo is a microcosmic world of bugs ð all busily crawling, 

buzzing, gnawing, and in general, doing what bugs do. From 

behind the safe barrier of a glassed enclosure, you 

can get within inches if you want.  

Some insects are harmful to humans by spreading 

disease, infecting our homes, and eating our crops 

and stored food.  However, most insects are harm-

less and beneficial.  Insects play a large role in 

pollinating many important food crops as well as 

our flower gardens.  They decompose dead plant 

and animal matter, which helps to recycle 

nutrients back into the earth. The burrowing 

and tunneling activity of many insects aerates 

and mixes the soil.  Insects are a food source 

for wildlife and even for people in many countries.  Insect 

products like honey, wax, silk, shellac, and dye are an important 

economic source in most countries.  Some insects are even 

important in the development of genetic and scientific re-

search.   

Without insects, the earth as we know it would not survive!  

Bakersfieldôs Bug Zoo aims first and foremost to educate 

visitors to the wonders of the insect world, and to explain how 

insects play an essential part in ecological 

balance.   

ñThe posted "bug info sheets" will reveal the 

exotic secrets of this hidden kingdom and for 

groups who have events/fieldtrips 

in our Party Area we provide a safe animal handling 

experience for the more adventurous,ò Needham 

explained.  ñImagine holding a millipede that 

stretches the length of your forearm, tickling you!ò  

A visit to this must see zoo offers visitors an excel-

lent opportunity to view and experience multi-

(Continued on page 6) 


